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GOALS:
· Allow participants to explore prayer through nature

· Hold an inspirational, non-traditional service

· Have fun!

MATERIALS:

· Siddur

· Natural scenery (ideally)
METHODS:

Participants meander through nature, providing inspiration and kavannah for prayer. As part of the service, participants will be looking for an inspiring or beautiful natural element around them. In between the nature, participants will “popcorn” to lead prayers, volunteering when inspired to lead. The service leader needs to know the service material in case no one “popcorns.” This service can be done with up to 25-30 people; after that the service is doable but becomes lethargic and not-nature oriented. This service can be done on Shabbat.

NOTE: THIS SERVICE IS DEPENDENT UPON THE WEATHER AND MUST BE DONE OUTDOORS. IN CASE OF INCLEMENT CONDITIONS, HAVE ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE SERVICE PLAN READY.

TIMELINE:

Basic format of the service allows for a more flexible timeline in order for participants to explore prayer through nature at their own pace. Tentative timeline for prayer components:


1:00

Modeh Ani


1:00 

Mah Tovu


2:00

Birchot HaShachar


2:00

Baruch SheAmar


2:00

Ashrei


5:00

Nishmat and Shochen Ad (on Shabbat)


1:00

Yishtabach


1:00

Barchu


5:00

Shema


10:00

Amidah
These times are approximate times for how long the service component will last. Interspersed should be 3-5 minutes of nature exploration, either guided or individually.
SERVICE OR SAMPLE SCRIPT:

Planned locations for Camp Young Judaea, Wimberly, TX:
· The Grove

· Modeh Ani

· Mah Tovu

· Samet Gazebo

· Birchot HaShachar

· Old Soccer Fields

· Baruch SheAmar

· Nismat and Shochen Ad

· Yishtabach

· New Gazebo/Playground

· Barchu

· Shema

· Lake/Amphitheater

· Amidah

· Meditation

