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GOALS: 

· Explore the morning Shacharit service from a different viewpoint

· Hold an interactive, engaging, non-traditional Shacharit service

· Have fun!

MATERIALS:

· Masks

· Props

METHODS:

This service explores the traditional Shacharit service from the viewpoint of an animal. While animals may not have the same relationships with God, this comparison acts a medium for participants to explore their own relationships with God. Each animal group is assigned a specific prayer to lead for the kehilah from the perspective of the animal they represent. This service can be done with any number of people but is not recommended for groups larger than 30-40 because of the cost of masks. This service can be done on Shabbat.

NOTE: This service reads like a script.

TIMEFRAME:





45 min
Introduction





2 min

Explore your animal




2 min

Group prayer planning



10 min

Prayer presentation (leading)


30 min

SAMPLE SCRIPT:

INTRODUCTION

Good morning, everyone! For this Shacharit, we’re going to have a bit of an alternative twist to our service. We’re going to have a masquerade! While we usually say prayers from the perspective of people, we’ll be saying them through the perspective of animals today. (Even though animals don’t have direct relationships with God like we do.) So choose a mask or set of ears, and I’ll tell you what we’ll do next!

EXPLORE YOUR ANIMAL

After animal masks are chosen:

Now, everyone get up, and just start moving around. Act as if you were that animal of the mask you chose. Make animal sounds, interact with each other. Get a feel for what it’s like to be that animal.

PRAYER ASSIGNMENT AND PLANNING

Now, I’ll split you guys up into groups of various animals and give you a prayer. Your challenge is to show how the animals are similar to the prayer. When you compare the two, remember how you felt when you were your animal. Incorporate those thoughts and feelings into your comparisons. We’ll come together afterwards and each group will present their prayers and how they relate to their animals and then we’ll recite the prayers. 

Groups of Animals/ Assigned Prayers:

· Rabbit, Dog


Baruch She’amar 

· Lion, Elephant

Nishmat Kol Chai/Shochen Ad

· Bear, Tiger


Yishtabach

· Pig, Cow


Barchu 

· Zebra, Giraffe


Sh’ma

· Cat, Raccoon


Amidah

NOTE: Groups are not limited to these specific prayers; however, these must be done in the service (except for Nishmat if not Shabbat).

PRAYER PRESENTATION
Now, you guys would come together and present your prayer! Tell us:

· What your prayer is

· Your animal’s perspective on the prayer

· How the prayer relates to the animals

Then you recite the prayer!

