DMAY 11 Ta (Redeeming of Captives): What is a Jewish Life Worth?
Arranged by: Noah Bickart

Source #1:

Genesis Chapter 14: 14-24

When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive,
he mustered his retainers, born into his household, numbering
three hundred and eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan.
At night, he and his servants deployed against them and
defeated them; and he pursued them as far as Hobah, which is
north of Damascus. He brought back all ihe possessions; he
also brought back his kinsman Lot and his possessions, and the
women and the rest of the people. When he returned from
defeating Chedorlaomer and the kings with him, the king of
Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh, which is
the Valley of the King. And King Meichizedek of Salem brought
out bread and wine; he was a priest of God Most High. He
blessed him, saying, "Blessed be Abram of God Most High,
Crealor of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High,
Who has delivered your foes into your hand.” And [Abram] gave
him a tenth of everything. Then the king of Sodom said to
Abram, "Give me the persons, and take the possessions for
yourself." But Abram said to the king of Sodom, "l swear to the
Lord, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth: [ will not
take so much as a thread or a sandal strap of what is yours; you
shall not say, "It is | who made Abram rich.' For me, nothing but
what my servants have used up; as for the share of the men
who went with me—Aner, Eshkol, and Mamre—let them take
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Source #2:

. : | Samuel 30: 1-9

And it came to pass, when David and his men came to Ziklag on
the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the south, and
Ziklag, and struck Ziklag, and burned it with fire; And had taken

great or small, but carried them away, and went on their way. So
David and his men came to the city, and, behold, it was burned
| with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters, had
been taken captives. Then David and the people who were with
him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more strength
o weep. And David’s two wives were taken captives, Ahinoam
the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. And
David was greatly distressed; for the people spoke of stoning
him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man
for his sons and for his daughters; but David strengthened
himself in the Lord his God. And David said to Abiathar the priest,
Ahimelech’s son, | beg you, bring me here the ephod. And
Abiathar brought there the ephod to David. And David inquired at
the Lord, saying, Shall | pursue after this troop? shall | overtake
them? And he-answered him, "Pursue; for you shall surely
overtake them, and without fail recover all." So David went, he
and the six hundred men who were with him, and came to the
brook Besar, where those who were |eft behind stayed.

the women captives, who were there; they did not kill any, either
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Source #86:

Babylonian Talmud- Tractate Baba Kama 117b

A certain man had a purse of money for the redemption of
captives deposited with him. Being attacked by thieves he took it
and handed it over to them.
He was thereupon summoned before Raba who nevertheless
declared him exempt.
Said Abaye to him: Was not that man rescuing himself by
means of another man's money?

He replied: There could hardly be a case of redeeming captives
more pressing than this.
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Source #7:

Babylonian Talmud- Tractate Baba Bathra 3b

R. Hisda said: A synagogue should not be demolished before
another has been built to take its place.

Some say the reason is lest the matter should be neglected,
others to prevent any interruption of religious worship.

What practical difference does it make which reason we adopt?

There is a difference if there is another synagogue. Meremar
and Mar Zutra pulied down and rebuift & summer synagogue in
winter and a winter synagogue in summer.

Rabina asked R. Ashi: Suppose money for a synagogue has
been collected and is ready for use, is there still a risk?

He replied: They may be called upon to redeem captives and
use it for that purpose. ‘

[Rabina asked further]: Suppose the bricks are already piled up
and the lathes trimmed and the beams ready, what are we to say

He replied: It can happen that money is suddenly required for
the redemption of captives, and they may sell the material for that
purpose.

If they could do that, [he said], they could do the same even if
they had already built the synagogue?

He answered. People do not sell their dwelling-places.
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Source #8

Maimonides- Mishne Torah- Gifts to the poor Ch 8.
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10) The mitzvah to ransom captives takes precedence
over supporting and clothing the poor. Indeed, no

111257

commandment, be it ever so important, can compare with
[it], since the captive is in the category of those who suffer
hunger, thirst, nakedness, and are ever in mortal danger.
One who is willfully slack in aiding to ransom a captive
transgresses the commandments: You shall not harden
your heart, nor shut you hand from your needy brother
(Deut. 15:7); That your brother may live with you (Lev.
25:36); Deliver them that are drawn unto death (Prov.
24:11) besides many other similar commandments. Truly,
no commandment, be it ever so important, can compare
with the ransom of captives

12) Captives are not to be redeemed for more than their
value because of "Tikkun Olam," in order that enemies not
increase their captive taking. We don't help captives to
escape because of "Tikkun Olam," in order that the
captors not increase the burden on the remaining
captives and make their imprisonment miserable.
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Source #9

Shulchan Aruch- Even Haezer 78

1) How does ransoming ones captured wife work? If she
is captured he must redeem her, and is prohibited from
saying to her, "Here is your bill of divorce and Ketuba
settlement- go and redeem yourself." Even if he says, "l
will not redeem her, but | will no longer reap the benefits
(of her property)." He is not listened to. Rather, He must
redeem her.

2) A husband is not obligated to redeem his wife for more
than her value. Rather she is just fike any other captive.
[R. Moses Isseriess adds] However, there are those who
maintain that because a man's wife is considered to be an
inseparable part of him, and therefore he may redeem her
for as much as he wishes.
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Source #10

Shulchan Aruch- Yoreh De'eh 252
1) The mitzvah to ransom captives takes precedence
over supporting and clothing the poor. There is no
greater Mitzvah than redeeming of captives.
Therefore even if there is another pressing need for
one's money, one may use that same money for
redeeming of captives- even if the money is set aside
for the building of a synagogue. Even if they have
already purchased the building materials which may
not be sold for the purpose of fulfilling another
Mitzvah, it is permissible to sell them to raise funds
for the redeeming of captives. However, if they have
already built the synagogue, it may not be sold.
2) One who is willfully slack in aiding to ransom a
captive transgresses the commandments: You shall
not harden your heart, nor shut you hand from your
needy brother (Deut. 15:7); That your brother may
live with you (Lev. 25:36); Deliver them that are
drawn unto death (Prov. 24:11) besides many other
similar commandments.

3) The whole time one puts off redeeming captives,
one is considered as a murderer.

4) Captives are not to be redeemed for more than
their value because of "Tikkun Olam," in order that
enemies not increase their captive taking. Butone is
permitted to redeem himself at any price. So too one
a scholar [may be redeem at any cost]. Even if the
captive isn't a scholar, but only a student with
immense potential, he may be redeemed at great
cost. [R. Moses Isserless adds] for further information
regarding a captured wife, see Even Haezer 78.

5) We don't help captives to escape because of
"Tikkun Olam," in order that the captors not increase
the burden on the remaining captives and make their
imprisonment miserable.
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Source #3:

Babyvlonian Talmud- Tractate Gittin 45a

MISHNAH: Captives should not be redeemed for more than
their value, for the sake of Tikkun Olam. Captives should not
be helped to escape, for the sake of Tikkun Olam. Rabban
Shimon ben Gamliel said: for the sake of the [other] captives.

GEMARA: The guestion was raised: this "Tikkun Olam"--
does it refer to the burden on the community or to the
possibility that the abductors will captures more people? Come
and hear: Levi ben Darga ransomed his daughter for thirteen
thousand denarii of gold. Abaye said: But are you sure that he
acted with the consent of the Sages? Perhaps he acted
against the wilt of the Sages.
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Source #4.

Babylonian Talmud- Tractate Ketubot 52a-b

Our Rabbis taught: [If a woman] was taken captive and a demand
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was made upon her husband for as much as ten times her value, he
must ransom her the first time. Subsequently, however, he ransoms
her only if he desired to do so but need not ransom her if he does not
wish to do so.

R. Simeon b. Gamaliel ruled: Captives must not be ransomed for
more than their value, because of "Tikkun Olam".

[This then implies] that they must be ransomed for their actual
value even though the cost of a captive's ransom exceeds the
amount of her kethubah.

Has not, however, the contrary been taught: [If a woman] was
taken captive, and a demand was made upon her husband for as
much as ten times the amount of her kethubah he must ransom her
the first time. Subsequently, however, he ransoms her only if he
desires to do so but need not ransom her if he does not wish 1o do
0.

R. Simeon b. Gamaliel ruled: If the price of her ransom
corresponded to the amount of her kethubah, he must ransom her; if
not, he need not ransom her?

R. Simeon b. Gamaliel upholds two lenient rules.
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. Source #5:

Babylonian Talmud- Tractate Gittin 58b
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The Rabbis taught: R. Yehoshuaben Hananiah once
happened to go to the great city of Rome, and he was told of
a child with beautiful eyes and face and curly locks who was
in prison.

He went and stood at the doorway of the prison and
quoted [lsaiah 42:24]: "Who gave Jacob for a spoil and
Israelto the robbers?”

The child answered [quoting the same versel: “Is it not the
Lord, He against whom we have sinned and in whose ways
they would not walk, neither were they obedient unto his law".

He said: “I feel sure that this one will be a teacher in
Israel. | swear that | will not budge from here before | ransom
him, whatever price may be demanded.”

It is reported that he did not leave that spot before he had
ransomed him at a high figure, nor did many days pass
before he became a teacher in Israel.

Who was he? - He was R. Yishmae! ben Elisha.
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~ m™Maw wTa (Redeeming of Captives): What is a Jewish Life Worth?
Arranged by: Noah Bickart

Source #1:

Genesis Chapter 14: 14-24

When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive,
he mustered his retainers, born into his household, numbering
three hundred and eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan.
At night, he and his servants deployed against them and
defeated them; and he pursued them as far as Hobah, which is
north of Damascus. He brought back all the possessions; he
also brought back his kinsman Lot and his possessions, and the
women and the rest of the people. When he returned from
defeating Chedorlaomer and the kings with him, the king of
Sodom came oul to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh, which is
the Valley of the King. And King Melchizedek of Salem brought
aut bread and wine; he was a priest of God Most High. He
blessed him, saying, "Blessed be Abram of God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High,
Who has delivered your foes into your hand.” And [Abram] gave
him a tenth of everything. Then the king of Sodom said to
Abram, "Give me the persons, and take the possessions for
yourself." But Abram said to the king of Sodom, "l swear to the
Lord, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth: | will not
take so much as a thread or a sanda! strap of what is yours; you
shall nat say, 'It is | who made Abram rich.! For me, nothing but
what my servants have used up; as for the share of the men
who went with me—Aner, Eshkol, and Mamre —let them take
their share." '
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Source #2;

: | Samuel 30; 1-9

And it came to pass, when David and his men came {o Ziklag on
the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the south, and
Ziklag, and struck Ziklag, and bumed it with fire; And had taken
the women captives, who were there; they did not kill any, either
great or small, but carried them away, and went on their way. So
David and his men came to the city, and, behold, it was burned
[with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters, had
been taken captives. Then David and the people who were with
him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more strength
to weep. And David’s two wives were taken captives, Ahinoam
the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. And
David was greatly distressed; for the people spoke of stoning
him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man
for his sons and for his daughters; but David strengthened
himself in the Lord his God. And David said to Abiathar the priest,
Ahimelech’s son, | beg you, bring me here the ephod. And
Abiathar brought there the ephod to David. And David inquired at
the Lord, saying, Shail | pursue after this troop? shall | overtake
them? And he-answered him, "Pursue; for you shall surely
overtake them, and without fail recover all." So David went, he
and the six hundred men who were with him, and came to the
brook Besor, where those who were left behind stayed.
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Source #6:

Babylonian Talmud- Tractate Baba Kama 117b

A certain man had a purse of money for the redemption of
captives deposited with him. Being attacked by thieves he took it
and handed it over to them.
He was thereupon summoned before Raba who nevertheless
declared him exempt.

Said Abaye to him: Was not that man rescuing himself by
means of another man's money?

He replied: There could hardly be a case of redeeming captives
more pressing than this.
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Source #7:

Babylonian Talmud- Tractate Baba Bathra 3b

R. Hisda said: A synagogue should not be demolished before
another has been built to take its place.

Some say the reason is lest the matter should be neglected,
others to prevent any interruption of religious worship.

What practical difference does it make which reason we adopt?

There is a difference if there is another synagogue. Meremar
and Mar Zutra pulled down and rebuilt a summer synagogue in
winter and a winter synagogue in summer.

Rabina asked R. Ashi: Suppose money for a synagogue has
been collected and is ready for use, is there still a risk?

He replied: They may be called upon to redeem captives and
use it for that purpose. '

[Rabina asked further]: Suppose the bricks are already piled up
and the lathes trimmed and the beams ready, what are we to say

He replied: It can happen that money is suddenly required for
the redemption of captives, and they may sell the material for that
purpose.

If they could do that, [he said], they could do the same even if
they had already built the synagogue?

He answered: People do not sell their dwelling-places.
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Source #8

Maimonides- Mishne Torah- Gifts to the poor Ch 8.
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10) The mitzvah to ransom captives takes precedence
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over supporting and clothing the poor. Indeed, no
commandment, be it ever so important, can compare with
[it], since the captive is in the category of those who suffer
hunger, thirst, nakedness, and are ever in mortal danger.
One who is willfully slack in aiding to ransom a captive
transgresses the commandments: You shail not harden
your heart, nor shut you hand from your needy brother
(Deut. 15:7); That your brother may live with you (Lev.
25:36); Deliver them that are drawn unto death (Prov.
24:11) besides many other similar commandments. Truly,
no commandment, be it ever so important, can compare
with the ransom of captives

12) Captives are not to be redeemed for more than their
value because of "Tikkun Olam," in order that enemies not
increase their captive taking. We don't help captives to
escape because of "Tikkun Olam," in order that the
captors not increase the burden on the remaining
captives and make their imprisonment miserable,
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