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ADINA BEINER

HANEGEV ISRAEL AFFAIRS VICE PRESIDENT 
2011-2012
Dear IA VP’s, 

MAZEL TOV on your new fabulous position! Not only have you just taken on the greatest role there is on board, but now you have the opportunity to share your passion and knowledge for Israel with everyone around you! This upcoming year, it will be your role to teach your fellow USYers all about Israel including the delicious food, a vibrant culture, so much of our people’s history, some crazy politics and so much more. 

Have no fear, you’re not flying solo on your mission to infuse your chapter with Israel. You always have your chapter president or programming vp and pretty soon you’ll have an awesome Israel Affairs general board ready to help you. And of course, whether or not you need help with a program, some information on Israel or just want to chat I’m always a phone call away! 

You know that Israel is even better than string cheese (yes, there is something out there better than string cheese) and whether you’ve been to Israel or not, here’s your opportunity to help your chapter feel the same way! Use this packet, plan some crazy awesome programs, advocate for Israel, encourage others to go, and keep your chapter in the loop on everything that’s happening in that little place we like to call home. But most importantly, remember to spread all of your, ruach, love and enthusiasm for Eretz Yisrael to everyone around you! Let’s make this year a year full of Israel like we’ve never seen before! B’hatzlacha (good luck)! 

B’ahava, 

Adina Beiner

Hanegev Israel Affairs VP 2011-2012  
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Wondering what to do now? Well, here are a few ideas and things that you should be thinking about as IA.
UPDATE

 With all of today’s new technology, keeping up with current events in Israel is easy then ever and sharing them is a piece of cake. Making sure that your chapter is up to date with what’s going on in Israel, such as the newest Israeli singer, sports, the Israeli government or anything else you can think of is a great and simple way to bring a little bit of Israel to your chapter. 

INFORM

In addition to staying up to date with Israeli current events, you should make sure that you and your chapter know tons about Israel. Now that may seem like a very large task but it’s really as simple as having an Israel fact of the week or teaching your chapter something new that you learned about Israel. Take a few minutes to do a little research. If you want to brush up on your Israel facts or add a few to your collection check out the end of this packet for some great resources! 

PROGRAM 

Did you know you can learn AND have fun?!?! I know, you must think I’m crazy. But programming is a great way to teach about Israel and have a super-duper fun time while doing it! Plan a chapter event that is all about Israel and make sure everyone is just as excited as you are.  Later in this packet you’ll find some great program ideas. Whether or not you make your own program, re-use one, or put your own twist on an oldie, pick something that interests you and program your heart out!

PROMOTE

As IA, it is your job to encourage members in your chapter to go on USY summer programs, especially USY Pilgrimage in Israel. What better way could you spend your summer than with USY in Israel?! The fun doesn’t end when summer does! USY offers year round programs such as USY High  (8 weeks learning in Israel) and Nativ (a gap year program).Talk to people in your chapter, and make it your goal to send as many kids as you can on USY Israel programs. In addition to programs, make sure you promote HeChalutzim, USY’s Israel advocacy club, throughout your chapter. Join and try encourage everyone is your chapter to do so also! 

STAY CONNECTED

Make sure that you and your chapter are all on the Hanegev listserv (you can go to hanegevusy.org to sign up). Not only will you get super fun Israel related e-mails, but you’ll get e-mails letting you know what’s going on in the rest of the region!

As Israel Affairs Vice President, it is your job to encourage the members in your chapter to join HeChalutzim, one of the three awesome USY clubs. But before you start, here’s a little bit about the club so you can answer any questions and tell people more about it. The more informed you are, the more likely you will be able to spread the HeChalutzim spirit and encourage participation.
WHAT IS HECHALUTZIM?

Chalutzim is the Hebrew word for “pioneers.” Chalutzim are people who initiate and motivate others towards Israel involvement. Chalutzim members are USYer who want to know more about Israel-just like the Chalutzim who settled Israel, the Jewish homeland.
WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO JOIN HECHALUTZIM?


Any USYer who is a paid member of their chapter and region.
WHAT DO I RECEIVE AS A HECHALUTZIM MEMBER?

It costs $10 annually to join HeChalutzim and you receive special Israel updates, the International HeChalutzim newsletter, and the chance to represent your region on the HeChalutzim seminar to Israel in February. At International, Regional, and Sub-Regional conventions there are also special late night programs for HeChalutzim members.

Israel, n. 'iz-rE-al. 

1. Ancient kingdom comprising the lands occupied by the Hebrew people; established about 1025 B.C.; divided about 933 B.C. into Southern & Northern kingdoms.

2. Country bordering on the Mediterranean; a republic established 1948, capital Jerusalem, area 7993 square miles (20,782 square kilometers), population 7,150,000.

Update, n. up-dAt. 

1. An up-to-date version, account, or report. Synonym: Israel Minute.

When/ Where? - At chapter meetings, event, program, bus ride, etc., give a brief synopsis regarding Israeli current events, focusing on one or more specific topics. Plan the update in advance to be sure that there will be time for it.

Who? - YOU! Or…another chapter member interested in Israel, another chapter board member, a past or future USY Pilgrim, or someone that has recently been to Israel.

How? - Be Creative! Command attention  (stand on a chair, wave your arms around, jump up and down while singing HaTikva, etc), make eye contact, and speak with confidence. Delivery is EVERYTHING! Be comprehensible, interesting, and enthusiastic. Look for a variety of information, and stay positive. Don’t bore your chapter and don’t go overboard with information. Just get your message across and leave your chapter begging for more Israel info at the next meeting! Remember, short and sweet is always the way to go. 

Think Outside the Box! - While giving Israel updates at events, chapter meetings etc. is always a great way to get the word out, feel free to use other methods to spread the love! If your chapter sends out e-mails from time to time, ask if you can add in a little blurb about Israel at the end. Or, every once in a while post a fun Israel related link to your chapter’s Facebook wall. There are endless ways to update everyone, it’s all up to you to decide what method you think works best for you and your chapter! 
What should I talk about? – The beauty of Israel updates is that you can pick to talk about whatever you want (Israel related of course)! You can look at online Israeli newspapers (see the end of this lovely packet for some links) and also look at American news sources and pick what you think is the most interesting or important. You can talk about sports, politics, music, or whatever else you find that’s interesting. It’s all up to you!   
As Jews in America, it is important that we show our support for Israel and one of the best ways to do this is advocating. As IA, it is your job to advocate for Israel and teach your chapter to do the same. The idea of advocating may seem a bit intimidating but don’t worry, no one is expecting you to march on Washington (although that would be quite the chapter event). Just remember, the key is knowing your facts and making sure you get your message to your audience effectively.

DON’T SWEAT IT,
ADVOCATING FOR ISRAEL IS
E.A.S.Y!!!


DUCATION: Learn about Israel by knowing all of the basic facts and keeping up with current events! You can do something as simple as checking out the Jerusalem Post website (www.jpost.com ) everyday or watching the news for stories about Israel (and check out the sources at the end of this packet).

LWAYS STAY POSITIVE:  It is important to be careful with your 

  word choice when discussing Israel. Try to turn negative statements

   into more positive ones!

  Example:  Israel could not have prevented the attack yesterday.

  Instead say: Israel is working to prevent attacks such as the one  
                                   yesterday.
OLIDARITY: As the expression goes: the more, the merrier! You, as your chapter IA, do not have to advocate for Israel by yourself! Work with the rest of your chapter and even your synagogue to think of new ways for supporting Israel. 
OUR MONEY:  Although money isn’t everything, there are many organizations in Israel that you and your chapter can donate to in order to help Israel. Every dollar counts! One idea is to work with your Social Action/Tikun Olam (SA/TO) VP to raise money through your chapter. You can even donate to Israel through your Tikun Olam allocations.
10 Tips to Better Advocacy

1. Israel is a democracy- always remind people that Israel is the only democracy in the Middle East.

2. Israel wants peace- many Americans think that the lack of peace is due to both Israelis and Palestinians. Always stress that Israel’s main goal has always been and always will be peace.

3. Offense- Stay on the offense. Remember that what people hear sticks with them and so if they hear you constantly talking about Israel’s commitment to democracy, freedom, and peace, then that is what will stick with them.

4. Don’t stress the (ancient) past- It’s all about the future! The fact that the Jews have lived in Israel for thousands of years, is religiously based, and not a convincing argument. Stress the recent past (Post 1948) and relate it to the present and future to give a valid argument. The fact that Israel has offered to return lands captured in war in exchange for peace, yet Palestinian authorities refused is a valid argument.

5. Sell the dream- Don’t focus too much on land and who has to give up what. You lose your audience when they begin to think that one side has given up or has taken too much land.

6. Cooperate- Make sure that everyone else around you is talking about the same hopeful message, or the same political message. Mixed messages get people confused and send out the wrong idea. Things get accomplished when a uniform message is sent.

7. Spread your message where it needs to be spread​- The phrase “preaching to the choir” applies here. It is important to talk to all USYers, but it is most important to reach out to those who are indifferent to Israel.

8. Television is the medium- Most people get their news through television. Media, especially in America, can be incredibly biased against Israel. This is why it is so important to provide your chapter with accurate news sources and to talk about media biases so that people in your chapter can watch out for them.

7 Violations of Media Objectivity

1. Misleading definitions and terminology

2. Imbalances reporting

3. Opinionated reporting

4. Lack of context

5. Selective omission

6. Using true facts to draw false conclusions

7. Distortions of facts

9. Keep it simple- Instead of overwhelming people in your chapter with tons of new information; pick a few key things you want to stress. Repetition is key! Keep stressing your key points and people will catch on! If you want to stress peace, then keep bringing up peace and maybe give a new example every week or every few weeks so that people don’t have to retain tons of information, and your key point is still being put out there.

10. Delegate- You are not the sole advocator of Israel. Jews in USY and even the U.S. are responsible. If you need or want help, get other USYers involved, or even get your entire synagogue involved (like Sisterhood or Men’s Club).


Here are a few program ideas to get you going. Feel free to expand and tweak these programs to fit your chapter- make them your own! This is only a chip off the ice block, if you need some more program ideas or help making your own, you can always ask me. For more programs, resources and information on things like the HeChalutzim club go to http://www.usy.org/yourusy/israel/ and also make sure to look around the rest of the website.
Mystery “Egged” Ride: A mystery bus ride with an Israeli twist. Find items related to Israel and Israeli landmarks on the scavenger hunt list. The clues lead to a final task; going to Kinkos stores around town to create a map of Israel or scrapbook of Israel. At the end of the whole evening an Israeli meal is served (Yes, food always works!)

A Night on Ben Yehuda Street: The “street” includes Falafel, G’ildah (ice cream), jewelry making, and other Israel delights. Then the lights go out and an Israeli discotheque opens

Israeli Dinner with a Twist: Hand out menus full of Israeli food and have “waiters” go around taking peoples orders. The twist: only hand out menus in Hebrew (with transliterations). Teach USYers how to order using Hebrew words but don’t translate anything for people when they’re ordering! Make sure to include things like silverware and napkins on the menu and feel free to laugh at the kid who ended up ordering falafel and a spoon.
Let’s All Take a Trip to Israel: This program takes place without even leaving the building. Everyone receives a passport, goes through security checks, customs, flies on an El Al plane, watches an “in flight” movie, and davens at the Kotel.
Gadna: Teach your chapter about the army (everyone knows the basics so try to find little known facts or bring up dilemmas that can be discussed). Conduct a brief soldier training then go using their new gadna training, have USYers go play capture the flag or lazer-tag. Have chapter members come dressed in army regalia. 
Edible Israel: Divide the group up into teams of about 5 or 6. Give them all the materials (Wax paper, ice cream, chocolate chips, sprinkles, shell, spoons, other toppings that help relate to Israel’s geography) and allow them 20 min to a half an hour to make Israel out of all the items given. At the end have each group go around and explain their creation. Then enjoy the yummy map of Israel. 
Classic Israel Lounge Night: Themed lounge nights are always a blast, why not make it ISRAEL themed. Below are a few suggestions on how to incorporate Israel into this awesomely popular chapter event. Decorate your lounge with Israeli posters, bumper stickers etc, eat Israeli food- make pita (if possible), falafel, Israeli candy, etc, teach Israeli songs or dances, play popular Israeli music throughout the night, watch an Israeli movie, or TV show and tell everyone to wear EVERYTHING they own from Israel.
Where Do You Stand? Here’s a program to help USYers formulate their own opinions on issues 
related to Israel On one side of the room put a sign that says “Strongly agree” and on the other side should be a sign that says “ strongly disagree”. Between the lines place a line of masking tape (on the ground) and a sign that says “indifferent”. Start by reading the first statement and ask USYers to stand where they feel best describes their opinion of the statement. Get them talking, play devil’s advocate, anything you can to get their juices flowing.
Statement 1: You have to live in Israel to be a Zionist 

Statement 2: It is absolutely necessary that Jerusalem be in Jewish hands

Statement 3: All businesses in Israel should be closed on Shabbat

Statement 4: Restaurants in Israel should serve only kosher (meaning no mixing milk and meat, pork, shellfish, etc. - all meat in Israel is kosher!!) food

Statement 5: Since they don’t live in Israel and do not have to deal with the hardships facing Israeli citizens, American Jews have no place criticizing or intervening in Israeli Politics and should not use the word “we” when referring to Israel

Statement 6: The Law of Return should be expanded to encompass Palestinians as well as Jews

Statement 7: I believe that peace is possible among Israel and its neighbors

36 Creative Ways To Bring Israel To Your Chapter: 

1. Decorate your youth lounge with Israeli posters and maps and encourage members who have been to Israel to add their own pictures to this Israel wall. 

2. Work with SATO and pick an Israeli charity to teach your chapter about and raise money for.

3. Make sure everyone in your chapter knows when important Israeli holidays are such has Yom Ha’atzmaut, Yom Ha’zikaron and Yom Ha’shoa. 

4. Have a chapter picnic for Yom Ha’atzmaut 

5. Teach your chapter Hebrew words and phrases

6. Play Israeli music at chapter meetings and events

7. Have two clocks in the youth lounge; one on your time, one on Israel time

8. Put up creative signs by different objects in your youth lounge that say what the Hebrew word is for that object. Ex. by the door put a sign that says delet, or by the food put up a sign that says ochel

9. Have Israeli chocolate around to munch on

10. Teach traditional Israeli songs at an event. (“Bashanah Haba​’ah,” “Yerushalayim Shel Zahav,” etc.)

11. Talk to chapter members and encourage them to go on USY Israel programs

12. Write letters to the government asking for help in freeing Gilad Shalit and other MIA soldiers

13. Human Israeli Monopoly (Build a life-sized Monopoly board with streets named after streets in Israel, and use USYers as the game pieces).

14. Set up a mock “waterfall” like Ein Gedi, (waterslide, sprinklers etc.) and splash your way to a great time.

15. Have a karaoke night with Israeli songs 

16. Sell Israeli t-shirts and other goodies to raise money for T.O.

17. Have a picture of the Kotel on the Eastern side of your Youth Lounge to remind USYers why we face east when we pray.

18.On Lag B’omer, have a bonfire like they do in Israel 

19. Put up pictures of different places in Israel in your youth lounge and put a fact about that place next to it. 

20. In your youth lounge hang up Israeli flags, EVERYWHERE

21. Have a blue and white day. Have USYers dress in white and blue, decorate cookies with white and blue icing, do art with white and blue paint etc. 

22. Have past Pilgrimage and Nativ participants come talk to your chapter

23. Learn about youth groups in Israel

24. Play Israeli jeopardy or have Israel Trivia night. 

25. Plant a tree in Israel

26. Build a model Kotel

27. Name teams after Israeli cities

28. Use Facebook to keep your chapter updated on current events in Israel or just to share links, like a fun Israeli song on youtube. 

29. Have a Yom Ha’atzmaut Bar-B-Q

30. Eat falafel and shwarma (and make some pita to go along if you can!)

31. Have a Tzedakah box decorating party at the beginning of the year and have USYers collect money. Right before Tu B’Shvat collect money and plant a small forest in honor of your chapter.

32. Have an Israeli soldier come speak about life in the tzahal (army)

33. Determine the differences between the celebrations of Jewish holidays by Israelis and Americans and try to incorporate both into your celebrations.

34. Set up a Bedouin tent. Sit inside, drink tea and teach your chapter about Bedouins in Israel. 

35. Include little tidbits about Israel at the beginnings of programs and meetings and include them in emails!

36. Make shoko b’sakit, chocolate milk in a bag (yup, it’s a real thing)

There are countless little ways you can bring Israel to your chapter. Just remember to be creative and that it’s the little things that count!  


Israeli News Sources:

www.honestreporting.com 
media monitoring group

www.jpost.com  Jerusalem Post
www.haaretzdaily.com
www.camera.org 
Committee for Accuracy in Mid-East Reporting in America

www.israelnationalnews.com 
Israel Broadcasting Network 

www.jinsa.org/home/home.html Jewish Institute for National Security Affairs

www.jrep.com 

Israel Advocacy:

www.aipac.com 


American Israel Public Affairs Committee

www.adl.org 


Anti-Defamation League

www.jcpa.org 


Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs

www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/myths/mftoc.html
www.jafi.org
General Israel Sites:

www.jta.org
www.all4israel.org
 www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html
www.israel-mfa.gov.il/mfa/
www.idf.il  



dover.idf.il/IDF/English/
www.knesset.gov.il
www.tapuz.co.il 

www.mia.org
Neil Lazarus: www.awesomeseminars.com
www.ilovezion.org/index.html 

Merchandise supporting IDF

Israeli TV and Radio:

www.kolisrael.com 

www.radiohazak.com
www.israel-music.com
www.mabat.iba.org.il
Israeli TV (some of the sites are in Hebrew):

www.keshet-tv.com
www.isratv.com
www.mabat.iba.org.il
www.live.co.il 

Israeli Shopping:

www.shopinisrael.com
www.naot.com
www.ahava.com
www.israeliwishes.com
Well there you have it. I hope your ready for a non-stop Israel packed year! I cannot wait to work with you and please don’t hesitate to contact me for anything at all! 

B’hatzlacha! 

Adina Beiner 

2011-2012 Hanegev IA VP

Email: adinagb@comcast.net
Phone: (678) 350-5456







