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- Introduction

. The overdll education theme for this weekend is “Be a Mensch,” which
© basically means: be a good person. I want the Kadimaniks (and the staff) to come
- away from this weekend striving to be better people. The Jewish tradition places a
-great emphasis ‘on the concept of being a good person, and hence Kadima (and USY)
shoiild greatly emphasize this concept through education and sichot.
. For the first sicha ] have selected three topics which I feel are important.
' Tzedakah (charity), G’milut Hasidim (acts of loving kirdness), and Lashon Harah
© '(bad language). For ¢ach of these three topics; I have given an introduction, its -
. relevance to Judaism, and -a story. Each topic should be properly introduced in the
sichot and then the story should be read. After the story is read it should be
- discussed and the morals and the issues that each story brings up should be
emphasized. These stories will help the Kadimaniks understand each of the topics.
" For the second sicha, I have selected moral dilemunas to be discussed within
" each group. These dilepamas are based on the research of Dr. Lawrence Kohlberg and .
"I am indebted to Shathevet High School and Dr. Jerry Friedman for bringing these
exercises to my attention. I have outlined the procedure for discussing these

. dilernmas in the introduction to Sicha IL

.. Thesichot should be very much discussion oriented, the last thing that I want

*" is for sicha leaders to beé reading this packet to the Kadimaniks without any :
‘participation from the kids, because these sichoi thrive on group interaction and .

" discussion.Please take the time to read this packet carefully, I have provided plenty

- of questions to guide each discussion. I have also provided some thoughts that can-

" be brought up within each discussion. Do not read my thoughts to the Kadimaniks, .
rather choose what you like and use it as an aid to help the discussion. In addition,
plesse feel free to add any of your own thoughts and ideas, your insight will only.
enhance the sicha.. ' :

- 1 have provided plenty of information to keep the sichot fresh and

_ interesting, so pick and choose but use your discretion. I want you 1o learn as much
and gain as much from these sichot as the Kadimaniks hopefully will. Remember,
goodness is an important virtue which should not be overlooked. We have.the

. opportunity to imipart values of goodness upon impressionable children, and this is .
" an opportunity which I think that we should take seriously. ' '

- B'Shalom,

Ari J. Greenberg
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icha 1

What does it mean to be a Mensch? =
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Tzedakah (charity) .
In ‘Deuteronbmy, Chapter i_S verse 11 it states:

“For there will never cease o be needy ones in your lard, which is why 1 command-
you: apen your hand to the poor and needy kinsman in your land.”

' This verse teaches us an important lesson, we learn from here that we are
comnmanded to give Tzedakah to our fellow brothers, a very important Mitzvah.

Who in our co'mmgnities do we give Tzedakah to?
Why should we give Tzedakah?
How can we give Tzedakah?

- In Pirkéi Avot, Chapter 1, Verse 5 it states:

| ”Lef your house be open wide; treat the poor as members of your household.” : o
| __ In Pirk’ei IAV&, Chapter é;-Verse 8 it states: ' |

- . the n':m‘;e chafitﬁ H;e-moré peace...”

One who- distributes charity is beloved and thus promotes peace among people. The .
Rambam states that it is preferable for ome to distribute smallex amounts of charity
to more people rather than. giving larger amounts to fewer people. This allows the

- person to cultivate the trait of giving and develcp into a charitable person. '

" Read the story the "Hully'Bagg'a: of the West End” on the following page.

What did you think of this story?

What was the lesson? '

Did Shlomo do a Mitzvah? ‘

Why did he give the man (whom he did not know) the money?
Would you do the same thing? Why or why not? :

Do you think that Shlomo should have given the man the money?

What Shiomo did was one.of the ultitate forms of Tzedakah. He was willing to
© give a man; who was in desperate need of money, $150. He had never met this man
_ . "before and was givirig him $150, What Shlomo did was a great Mitzvah, a great
‘deed; The man eventually paid Shlomo back, but that was not why Shlomo gave
"him the money. Shlomo gave the man $150 because wanted to help anothef man in
need. Maybe we cat’t all give $150 to a siranger in need, but we can-all affotd to give -
2 dollar. The lesson of this story is that we should always try to help those in need, it
. is a great'mitzvah, and an act of Tzedakah. Also the feeling of doing a good deed and
" helping another human being is a huge reward unto itself. Give Tzedakah!.
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‘_..HOIY.Bég_gar of the West End

After giving a concert in Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia, in 1978,
{~\Shlomo Carlebach went for a long walk in a local park to
clear his head. Hearing sobs, he followed the sound to its
.source: a forlorn young man leaning apainst a tree, wailing in
an almost inhuman manner. Rushing to his side, Shiomo
asked in distress, “Holy brother, why are ycu crying your

. heart out like this?” The young man, a non-Jew, answered that
his parents were very poor, he was the hope of the family, and

he had just won a scholarship to a prestigious medical school

in Paris. “That's so joyous, holy brother,” Shlomo answered,
“so why are you arying?” The young man answered that he
did't have the money for the plane fare to Paris, and had
been unsuccessful in his attempts tc secure a loan. “How
much is the plane fare?” Shlome asked. “One hundred fifty

.. dollars.” Shlomo fumbled for a moment in his pockets, and
putling out all of his cash, counted out the sum mentioned by
the man and gave it to him. ‘The young man looked at Shlomo
in-disbelief. “You don’t even know me, How do you know I'll
ever pay you back?” he demanded. “It's not a loan,” Shlomo .
ansivered quietly, “it's a gift.” “No, no!” screarned the man, “1

want to pay you back!” “Okay,” Shlomo mollified the young -
man, giving him a slip of paper. "Here's my name and
address, but fepay me only when you truly can.” Ten years
later, an envelope postmarked Dubrovnik arrived at the
Carlebach Synagogue, containing a chack for %150 and a short
note. “Because of your great kindness, [am today a successful
physician in Dubrovnik with a theiving practice. [ owe
everything to you and will never forget you for the rest of my
" life.” » : ' :
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- G’milzgt' Hasidim (acts of loving kindness)

I:ﬁ Pirkei Avot, Chapter 1, Verse 2 it states:

. “The world stands ziﬁo‘n ihree things - on the Torah, o the service of God, and
' upon acts of loving kindness.”

In Psalms 89 verse it states: “ The world will be built through kindness.”
. Read ;‘A'MasoriaDixo.n Memory” on the following page.

‘What.were the acts of kindness that were done in this story?
. Why did the narrator’s friends stick up for him?
Did they do the right thing?
What did the boys lose because of their decision?
What did they gain because of their decision? -
Woauld you stick up. for your friends?
- Would you want your friends to stick up for you?

Read ”Sinil.g”, the story after “A Mason-Dixon Memory.”

What do you think of this poem? o
Do you do “random acts of kindness? What kind? -
.- What other acts of kindness can we perfocmn on a daily basis?
" . Doyou think that the world would be a better place if more people did
" . random acts of kindness? Why? - : ' _

~ Practicing acts of kindness is what being a Mensch, a good person, is all about. This

. can mean walkirig an elderly womarn across the street. Helping a friend study for a
‘test. Clean up trash, even if it's not yours. Offering your seat to an elderly person.
Saying helloto people, wish people a good day. Smile. o :

. Treat. othérs.'ih-.:.the same way -that you would went others. to treat you.”

" Live by tinis' rxi}e,l;béfore' ﬁding a “bad deed” thirk fo'yc'mrself, would you want

someone to do that bad deed to you. And when you do a “good deed” keep in mind -

" that that is how you-wish to be treated. “What goes around come around.” It's better
. to have good deeds coming afound than bad deads. oo

“You never kiow. how ‘much happiness a single act of kindness will bring about.”

" “Practice’ randomm acts of Jindness and senseless acts of beauty.”
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A Mason—Dixorl Memory

‘In 1959 Iwas 13 years old, a poor black kid living with

‘my mother and stepfather in a small black ghetto on Long
. Island, Néw York. My mother worked nightsina hospital,
-and my stepfather drove a coal truck. Needless to say, our

standard of:living was somewhat short of the Amerlcan

- dream.

Nevertheless, when my eighth-grade teacher announced
a graduation trip to Washington, D.C., it never crossed my
mind that I would-be left behind. Besides a complete tour of

 the nation’s capital, we would visit Clen Echo Amusement

. Park in Maryland. In my imagination, Glen Echo was

" Disneyland, I_(r'iq'tt’s Berry Farm and Magic Mountain
rolled into one.

My heart beating wildly, I raced home to deliver the
mimeographed -letter describing the journey. But when
my mother saw how much the trip would cost, she just
shook Her head. We couldn’t afford it.

- After feeling sad for 10 seconds, I decided to try to fund

the trip myself. For the next eight weeks, I scld candy bars

door-to-door, -delivered newspaper; and mowed lawns.

. . Three days before the deadline, I'd made just barely
) enough I was going!

" the States: *

" silent as we. walked in the shad ;
. columins, one for every state in'the.Union that Lincoln

the '19:foot -seated statue. Spot

" famous words from Lincoln's. speech
remembermg the most bloody battle in the'War between. . -
e:ihat thes:' dead shall not_ L

The day of the trip, trembling with excitement, 1
climbed onto the train. I was the enly nonwhite in our

section.

.. Our hotel was not far from the White House. My room-

‘mate was Frank Miller, the son of a businessman. Leaning
together out of our window and dropping water balloons
on tourists qLuckly cemented our new friendship.

‘Every morning, almost a hundrec. of us loaded noisily
onto our bus for another adventure, We sang our school

'."ﬁght song..dozens of times—en route to Arhngton

National Cemetery, and even on an a.fternoon cruise
down the Potomac River.

We visited the ‘Lincoln Memorial twice, once in day-
light, the second time at dusk. My classmates and 1 fell
ws.of those 36 marble

labored to preserve. I stood next ank’ at the base of

Georglan marble seem to glow, TOgether, r"'é read those

Gettysburg :

PAGE 88
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My friends, tdo, had shown that kind of love, As we sat
in the hotel, a chaperone came in waving an envelope.

“Boys!” he shouted. “T've just bought 13 tickets to the

+ Senators-Tigers game. Anybody want to go?”

‘The room erupted in cheers. Not one of us had ever been

_ toa professional baseball game in 4 real baseball park,

On the way to the stadium, we grew silent as our driver

paused before the Lincoln Memorial. For one long

moment, I stared through the marole pillars at Mz,

Lincoln, bathed in that warm, yellow lizht. There was still

no.smile and no sign of hope in his sad and tired eyes.
“..we here highly resolve. .. that this nation, undsr God, shall

have a new birth of freedom ...

" In his words and in his life, Lincoln had made it clear

that freedom is not free. Every time the color of a person’s

skin keeps him out of an amusement paxk or off a country

club -fairway, the war for freedom begins again.

" Sometimes the battle is fought with fists and guns, but

‘more often, the most effective weapon is a simple act of
‘love and courage. '

Whenever I hear those words from Lincoln’s speech’ at

‘Gettysburg, I remember my 11 white iends, and I feel
‘hope once again: I like to jmagine that when we paused -

that night at the foot of his great monument, M. Lincoln
smiled at. last.

- Clifton Davis
actor, Amen |

PAGE 11
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' Of course there was discrimination in the North, but

- the color of my skin had never officially kept me out ofa
coffee shop, a church—or an amusement park.

. "Clifton,” Frank whispered, “what is the matter?”
“They won't let- me go to Glen Echo Park tonight,” I

“sobbed.

' “Because of the. water balloon?” he asked,
“No,” I answered, “because I'm a Negro.”
- “Well, that's-a reliefl” Frank said, and then he laughed,

 obviously relieved to have escaped pumshment for our
: caper with the balloons. “T thought it was serious.”

Wiping aivay the tears with my sleeve Istarec at him. “It

is serious. They don't let Negroes into the park. I can't go

with you!” I shouted. “That’s pretty damn serious to me.”
I was about to wipe the silly grin off Frank’s face with a

- blow to hxs jaw when [ heard him say, “Then [ won’t g0
- ejther.”

For an instant we just froze, Then Frank grinned. I will

© hever forget that moment. Frank was just a kid. He

. wanted to go to that amusement park as much as I did,

- but there was something even more important than the

- class night out. Still, he didn’t explain or expand.
The next thing I knew, the room was filled with kids lis-

' tening ‘to Frank. “They don't allow Negroes in the park,”

he said, “so I'm staying with Clifton.”
" “Me too,” a second boy said.
“Those jerks,” a third muttered. “I'm with you, Chfton "

My heart began to race. Suddenly, I was not alone. A pint-

sized revolution had been born. The “water balloon
brigade,” 11 white boys from Long Island, had made its
. decision: "We won't go.” And as I sat on my bed in the

- -center of it all, T felt gn:ateful But, above all, I was ﬁ]led

thh pnde :

PAGE 18
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My friends, too, had shown that kind of love. As we sat
in the hotel, a chaperone came in waving an envelope.

“Boys!” he shouted. “T've just bought 13 tickets to the

- Senators-Tigers game. Anybody want to go?”

‘The room erupted in cheers. Not one of us had ever been

. toa professional baseball game in 4 rea) baseball park.

On the way to the stadium, we grew silent as our driver

paused before the Lincoln Memorial. For one long

moment, I stared through the marsle pillars at Mr,

Lincoln, bathed in that warm, yellow lizht. There was still.

no.smile and no sign of hope in his sad and tired eyes.
“...we here highly resolve . . . that this nalion, undsr God, shall

have a new birth of freedom ... "

~ In his words and in his life, Lincoln had made it clear

that freedom is not free, Every time the color of a person'’s

skin keeps him out of an amusement park or off a country

club -fairway, the war for freedomn begins again.

* Sometimes 'the battle is fought with fists and guns, but

-more often the most effective weapon is a simple act of
-love and courage.

Whenever I hear those words from Lincoln’s speech at

‘Gettysburg, 1 remember my 11 white iends, and I feel-
hope once again. I like to imagine that when we paused

that night at the foot-of his great monumnent, Mr. Lincoln
smiled at. last. o . .

Clifton Davis
actor, Amen

PaGE 11 |
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Smile

‘She siniled at a sorrowful stranger.
The smile seemed to make him feed better.
He remembered past kindinesses of a friend
and wrote him a thank-you letter.
The friend was so pleased with the thank-you
that he left a large tip after lunch.
The waitress, surprised by the size of the tip,
bet the whole thing on a hunch.
The next day she picked u: her winnings,
~and gave part to a man on the street.
. The man on the street was grateful;
for two days he’d had notl.ing to eat.
After he finished his dinnez,
he left for his small dingy room.
{(He didn’t know at that moment
" that he might be facing his doom.)
'‘On the way he picked up 2 shivering puppy
and took him home to get -#arm.
' The puppy was very grateful
to be in out of the storm.
That night the house caught on fire.
The puppy barked the alarm. .
He barked 'til he woke the whole househoid
and saved everybody from harm.
One of the boys that he rescued
grew up to be President,
All this because of a simple smile
. -that hadn't cost a cent.

Barbara Hauck, age 13
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' Lashon -Harah (bad laﬁguage)

‘i) Negaﬁvé, thoﬁgh'frue,-f stories -- information that lowers the esteem in which
' people hold ‘the persen about whem it is told. ' :

2) Lies and rumors — staféménts that are negative and false.
" In Leviticus, Clmpfer 19; Verse 16.it states:
o You shall -not be a gossiper among your people

_ Tt is fo_fbiddeﬁ to tell sbr_ﬁ:‘éqhe what others have said or done behind his back, if
. - there is even the slightest possibility that it may cause ill will.

| What is the ,mqén.ing_ of t}us verse?
Why do you think that the Torah forbids us from. gossip?
. Why'is it wrong 10 gossip?

. | 5 n the:-Orhot_' Tia a di.kim“(The Ways of the Righteous) it states:

o ”A gossip. always seeks out the faults.of people; he is like the fly. who always- rest on.
. the dirty spot, If a man Has boils, the fly will ignore the rest of the body and sit on the
boil. And thus it is with @' gossip. He overlooks all the good in a man and speaks’

only. evil. “. S 3 o .

What do you f}unk of this passage?
What does gossip focus on?
What does gossip ignore?

o Read the “Feather Story” on the following page.

. "How many of you have ever spread gossip (be honest)?
" Why do you spread gossip?
" Has gossip ever beeén spread about you?
. How did it feel? .-~ ‘
* Do you think that is OK to spread gossip?
- Do you want gossip spread about you?
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Feathers

el

In a small village, the |
“fown gooSip was busy si:reading rumors about one of the villagers. To each and every - .
'ihouse the gossip tfévele;:l; spreading stories about the villager. At horne Jater that
: everung, the gosmp answcred a knock on the door. There st00d on of the villagers.
“I havc SOME News forl you.”
" The gosmp ‘loved news and pressed the villager for the information.
. “The stories 'thai you-were spreading today aren’t true.”
" The gossilo'felt. hortible. It was not the intention to spread untrug stories and hurt
a:;yooe.. ' b,vercor_he with shame, they went to the town rabbi for advice.
| The rabbi ushered the gossip into his office. Whal. is troubling you?” he asked
“1 have spread stones about someone and it turns out they are not true. How can [
B mako up, for my- rmsdeed"
- The rabbl thought for a few mmutes his fingers prissed togethcr in front of him.
‘ Fmally, he answered “I want you to take the feataers frorm a pillow and spread them
: around the wllage When you have done that come back and see me.”
The goss1p thought this idea strange, but trusted the wisdom of the rabbi. Thot
| very evening, they got 8 pillow and commenced t2 spread the feathcrs around the town:

- The: next mormng they retumed to the rabbi’ 5 St dy.

| h{iv'e sproad the fegthcfs around the town.”
'. “V&y good.- 1 now want you to go and collect them and bring them back to me.”
‘ 'I'he gossxp set out to complete this task. They searched all over the town, cvcn.
| combmg through haystacks a.nd stables. In the end, the gossip returned to the rabbi’s
§ _office with only‘two feathers.‘
_;‘Tr;.{‘ as1 coold,- T could only retrieve these: two feathers, rabbi.” -
- The mbbi':';ook.ed g‘iavcly at the gossip. “Those feathers represent our words.

. 'Now' you can see the impossibility of taking back what we say. No matter how hard we
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. An In_trodu'ction to Mpral. Dilemmas

. Moral Dilémmas are academic exercises which serve the purpose of training
individuals to become moral members of sociely, Each of the following Dilemmas
are in fact, moral dilemmas. I have not written answers for these dilemmas because

- it is up to each group to find their own answers. The purpose of these discussions is
- - not to impart an answer to the Kadimanik, but rather to provide a broader method
of thinking. T want the Kadimaniks to walk away from this sicha with an
understanding of how to approach real moral dilemmas in their every day lives. I
. encounter numercus moral dilemumas in my lifz such as: The teacher left the room,
-should I cheat on the test? The waitress over-charged e, should I say anything?
The woman in front of me at the market dropped a $20 bill, should I return it?
'I'hese are all moral dilgmmas which we face, ard we need to know how to approach
each dilemuma so that when we encounter it, we are prepared with an answer. '
I have provided five dilemmas, since there will probably not be enough time
to do all five, please select the three or four dilemmas which you like the most and
thoroughly discuss them. Remember it’s quality not quantity. .
_ - Please read each dilemma aloud to the gioup, then, read the question at the
‘bottom-of each slieet. After the dilemma and the question have been read, ask a
- Kadimanik to summarize the dilemma to make sure that they understand the
‘dilemma. If facts are forgotten, ask another Kadimanik to provide the missing
information. The questions on the page following the dlilesnma are called Probe:
_Questions; they should be.used to help the discussion move along. It is my hope
" that these dilemmas will lead into a thought provoking discussion with emotions,
- feelings, and ideas flowing freely. If the group is not lending itself to discussion; feel
 free to ask the Kadimaniks to act out the dilemna to help get the discussion going.
~ When a Kadimanik responds to a question and gives an opinion, feel free to ask
them “Why?” this well help the group and the individual to understand the reason
behind their position. Also make sure that everyone has a chance to speak who -
. wantsto. Feel free to put-people on the spot and ask them what they think. Another
. " thing to remember is not to let one or two kids dominate the discussion, everyone’s
ideas are important. Lastly, feel free to insert your own. opinions. Your thoughts can
. only add to the discussion: ‘
In addition to the five Moral Dilemmas that can be used in the sichot, I am
. also enclosing Heinz's Dilemma with Probe Questions and Stage Responses. These
'responses will give you an idea of what kind of answers to expect and what kind of -
- methods of reasoning to expect. K
. Lastly, HAVE FUN. Look at the dilesnma as an opportunity to discuss moral
jssues and have an impact on the impressionable minds of children. If you-are
having fun, they will have fun. Goed Luck. '
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. HEINZ’S DILEMMA

_ - To Eurnpe, a w;dow was near deéath from a parncularly severe form of cancer.
. 'There Was one drug thzt mlght save her. A druggist in the town had recently
‘_developed it, and it was still in the experimental *tnges. The drug was expensive to -
make, but the drugglst snl] charged ten fimes what it cost him. He paid $200 for the
_'-mgredxents and charged 32000 for enough of the drug to cure a patxent. '
. The mdaw had no chlldren and no close family in the town. Her neighbors, Mr;

’ and Murs. Hemz, knew lxer, but she was not one ol thenr closest friends. Itsoon

- became clear, however, that no one else would help her. The Heinzes were poor and

o ', 'could get together only hali‘ of the $2000 it took to buy the drug. The druggist

_refused to Iower his pm:e, clatrmug that he had worked hard for many years to
nvent the drug and desenred to make money from it. But w:thout the drug, the

B w:dow seemed sure’ to dle, .

_: Shou{d"ﬂe:inz steal the drug to.save the dyihg woman? Why or why not?

-

-, .Tencher Tr:unmg in Values Educatxon. A Workslwp Guidance Assuuates Used
- with perm:ssmn .

84
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HEINZ'S DILEMMA.
Probe Questions

Would it make any difference to you if the dying woman was Heinz’s wife
rather than a neighbor? Why or why not? If it was some other member of his
faniily? Why or why not? S

]'.fthe widow had helped the Heinz family meny times in the past, would that
make any difference to you? Why or why not?

Wl_ﬁt is more ini'fmt'ta'n‘r.to you, helping a friznd or obeying the law? Wh}-?

What would the dying woman want Heinz to do? The druggist? The police?

" The Heinz family?

Su-ppose that Mr. Heir_l_z'stole the drug, was caught by the police, and was.
convicted. Should the judge give him any sentence? Why or why not?

85
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'STAGE RESPONSES TO HEINZ’S DILEMMA

A. “No, 1don’t think he should steal no matter what. He could go to
+ jail if he got caught. He just shouldn’t steal.”

" B, “When the cath of mamage is tﬂken, a contract is in fact agreed
‘upon. Taking care of your spouse is one of the terms. The
hushand is never.obligated to steal the drug, He is obligated to do
as much as he can within the limits of the law-and his own power
to help her get bétter.”

' C. “He shouldn’t steal the drug if he didn’t love her. What would be
. the use of stealing the drug, since he wouldn’t care if she died?”

“Db. “Leifmg somebne die is worse because the value of kuman life is

. prior to the. value of. property. That is, property can have no
: valuc unless human life is valued. So he should steal the drug.”

. E “He should steal the drug because the druggist was ripping him
" off, ‘So why shouldn’t he rip the druggxst off , . . . if he can save
lus wife?” T

86
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STAGE RESPONSES TO HEINZ’S DILEMMA (continued)

" F. *Yes, bei 13 still saving 2 person’s life. She is still human whether he loves her or
not People should try their best to keep other people alive.”

" G, “No. It’s essential to obey the law because ruspect for the law will be destroyed
if citizens feel they may break it anytime they disagree with it. Once man has
adopted laws and accepted their benefits, he must accept the burdens and
restrictions. that lIaws place on the society.”

. H.“Well, it’s not ﬁght.tq steal, but it might not be wrong if he wanted to save his
© wife. A person’s life is very important to a country. She might be an impertant
woman life Betsy Ross.”

I. *Yes,. he should steal if he felt that his wife’s life was worth the possﬂn!xty of h:s
gomg to jail for larceny.”

J. “He should steal hecause if a person knew ke et someone die, he would have a
guilty conscience, even if he didn’t know him; he would have it on his mind that-

that he could have saved that person.”
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SHARON'S DILEMMA

Sharon and her best friend Jill walked into a department store to
shop. As they browsed; Jill saw a blouse she rezlly liked and told
Sharon she wanted to try the blouse on. Waile Jill went to the dressing
troom, Sharon continued to shop. .

Soon Jill came out of the dressing rodm wearing her coat. She caught
Sharon'é attention with her eyes and glanczd down at the blouse under her
'coat. Without a word, Jill turned and walked out of the store.

Moments later thelstore security officer, a salesclerk, and the store
manager 'approached Sharon. "What's her, that's one of the girls. Check.
her bags,'" blurted the clerk. The security officer pointed to a sign over
the door éaying yhat %he store ‘reserved the right to inspect bags and

) P_ackagés.' Sharon gave him her bag. "No biouse in here," he told the
m.anager. hThen I knoﬁr the other girl has :t,"” the clerk sald. "I saw them’
.just as plain‘as anything. They were together on this." The security
_éfficer'then asked the manager if he wanted to follow through on the case.

_ "Absolutelf," he insisted. "Shoplifting iy getting to be‘a major expense
.:in running a store like this. [ can't let shoplifters off the hook and
expect to run a successful business.”

The security officef turned to Sharon. "What’s-the name of the gifl
you #ere with?" he asked. Sharon looked up at him silently. "Come on
now; come clean,"said the security officer. "If you don't tell us, ycui
can be charged with the crime or with aiding the person who committed the

- crime."

Quesfion: Should Sharon tell Jill's name to the securlty afflcer?.
" Why or why not? :

" Permission 1s hereby granted to reproduce tnis worksheet for use only in
connection with this workshop provided the copyright notice below is also
“reproduced.

TEACHER TRAINING'IN VALUES EDUCATION: A WORKSHOP
Convricht f(c) 1975 bv Guidance Associates. Used with permission.
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Probe Questicns

SHARON'S DILEMMA

Would it make any difference if Sharon and Jill did not know each other.
.'very well’ Why or why not?

Is it -ever all right to lie? To break the law? If ir is,

under what circumstances?

would it make any difference if Jill had recently reported Sharon.

. fbr'cﬁg;ting'oﬂ,a_testﬁdt School? Why or why not?

What;would happen to Society if ‘everybody were to lie, steal, or

' disobey laws whenever they felt like it or to protect friends?

What'woulﬁ'thé sﬁorgbwﬁer waht Shawron t¢ 16? Why? The security
officer? - Why? Her parents? Why? The police? Why? What
obligation does ‘she have. to each of these people?

la -
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THE BABY SITTER'S DILEMMA
(Social Studies)

. They paid. well. .Dr. Allen was some sort of specialist with a big practice. '
His wife had a store, which she had inherited from her father, and it did a big '
. business. They lived in an old mansion that they had bought and fixed up - new
‘kitchen, three new baths, all niew paint, and new furniture. It was by far the
© -fanciest house Marie had ever seen. Clearly, the Allens had no money problems.

But the Allens weren't as nice as most of the other people Marie baby-sat
. . for.' Marie had to get to the house herself, although Mrs. Allen always took
. "her home. 'The Allens wouldn't let her have her friends over, and they told her
not to use the telephone except in an emergency. They kind of treated her like
a servant. Marie wasn't used to that, and she didn't like it.

- One night.the Allens came home early. “hey looked as if they hadn't had &
very good time. Mrs. Allen .told Marie to gen her coat gquickly, and she drove .
her'hOme without much conversation. When they reached Marie's house, Mrs. Allen
reached into her purse, took out a bill, and handed it to Marie. Imagine her .
-surprise when she got into the house where she could see clearly - Mrs. Allen
_had given her a twenty-dollar bill, but the Allens only awed her five dollars!.

Marie doubted that Mrs. Allen would ever know that she had overpaid her.

- She also knew what her parents would say: "Give back the extra money."” But

" the Allens 'didn't need the money and Marie did. And besides, they didn't treat =
her very well. : ) .

. ' Question: Should Marie return the extra fifteen dollaré to. the Allens? o
' Why or why not? : . .

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce this worksheet for qiassr?om use in .
connection.with this workshop, provided the copyright notice below is also
reproduced. ' o . -

© Values -in a Democracy. . S e
. JOB -RELATED ISSUES: WHAT'S RIGHT? ) :

- Copyright (£) 1976 by Guidance Associates. lsed with permission.
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Probe Questicns

THE BABY SITTER'S DILEMMA

Does Marle have any obllgatlon to tell Mrs. Allen the truth?

© Why or why not?

Would it maké'aﬁy_difference if the Allens had treated Marie in a
more considerate way? If Marie needed the money? 1f the Allens

' -we;g‘not as we11~off’financia11y2 Why or why not?

1f Marie were sure that no one would ever find out, should she keep

_the extra money° wny o why not?

If Mrs. Allen had accidentally given her one hundred dollars, should .

Marie return-it? Suppose it had only been an extraz two or thres

. dollaxs?’

' .bhould Marie think about the fact that the Allens trusted her in their

home with thelr ch11dren° Why or why not?

1s there any difference between keeping extra money that someone has

paid you for deing 2 job and keeping extra change that a stere clerk

" . has acc1dentally glven you’ Why or why not?

. - What would BurT SOCIEtV ‘Be like if no one could trust others to be
,honest? '

12
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HELGA'S DILEMMA
(Social Studies)

. Helga and Rachel had grown up together. They were hest friends
despite the fact that Helga's family was Christian and Rachel's was
Jewish. For many years, this religious difference didn't seen to
matter much in Germany, but after Hitler seized power, the situation
changed. Hitler required Jews to wear armbands with the Star of
David on them. He began to encourage his followers to destroy the
property of Jewish people .and to beat them on the street. Finaliy,
he began to arrest Jews and deport them. Rumors went around the
city that many Jews were being killed. Hiding Jews for whom the
Gestapo (Hitlgr?s secret police) was looking was a serious crime
and violated a law of the German government.

One night Helga heard a knock at the door. When she opened it,
she found Rachel on the step huddled in a dark coat. Quickly Rachel .
'stepped inside. She had been to a meeting, she said, and when she
returned home, she had found Gestapo members all around her house.
" Her parents and brothers had already been =aken away. Knowing her
+ fate if the Gestapo caught her, Rachel ran to her old friend's
. _ house. :

Now what should Helga do? If she turned Rachel away, the Gestapo
would'eventually find her.- Helga knew most of the Jews who were sent
away had been killed, and she didn't want lier best friend to share that
fate., But hiding Jews broke the law. Helpa would risk her own '
security and that of her family of she tried to hide Rachel. But she
had a finy room behind. the chimmey on the third fleor where Rachel

might be safe. -

Should Helga hide Rachel? Why or why not?

Permission 1is hereby granted to reproduce.this worksheet. for use only
in connection with this workshop provided that the copyright notice below

is also reproduced. . )
.Copyright @ 1874 by Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc. Reprinted with:

permission.
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Probe Questions

HELGA'S DILEMMA

Should Helga Tisk the lives of her family to'snve the life of her
friend? Why or why not? ’

. .Does za peréon‘owe augreater obligation to Ffamily than to friends?
.. To friends than to strangsrs? Why in each casu?

'What is the most 1mportant ohllgatzon which one fr;end has. to
~'another?

Is a. perscn ever Justifled to hide someone who is fleezng from
'the 1egal author1t1es° If. yes, under what circumstances?-

- Is it ever all rlght to hreak a law? If yes, is breaklng a law
..Justlfled in this case° Why or why not!?

14
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DONNA'S DILEMMA

(Elementary School)

Thelprincipal's vaice came over the loud spezker. "Boys and girls,”
he ;aid,,"Ms. Lopez, the scheool secretary, lost five dollars in the hall
this ﬁorning.. If anyone finds a five deollar bill, will you piease Bive )
it to'her.” | |

Donnia had found the money. It had been lying under some pz;per in the
:hallhay. She was élmoét sure that no one had seen her pick it up. She '
was very p;eased. She wanted to use the money to buy a2 present for her
mother’'s birthday next week. But she liked Ms. Lipez and knew that she
needed the money. Ms. Lopez had a large family, 2nd her husband had |

" died the year before. Donna knew she had ©o decide what to do.

Should Donna give the five dollar bil. she had found to Ms. Lopez?
"Why or why not?

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce this wcrksheet for classroom use
in conmection with this workshop, provided that the copyright notice below
is also reproduced. ' :
Copyright (€) 1980 by Carnegie-Mellon University.

15
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. Probe Questions

‘DONNA'S DILEMMA

. -Suppdse Donna thought that a couple of other kids saw her put the

money in her pocket. ' Should that make any difference? Why?

Suppose that Ms. Lopez had been mean to Donna in the past.

". Should that make a difference in what che does? Why?

Suppose that Donna only wanted the momey to have a good time and
not to buy something for her mother. Cthould that make a difference?

How,woul& bonna's mother feel if she found out that Donna had kepi,t

. Ms, Lopez's money %o buy her a present?

Should people always turn in to the office valuasble things they
find around school? Why or why not? '

16-
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PETER'S DILEMMA

(Elementary School)

Eve:yoné liked the fifth gradé teacher, Ms. Brown. Her class was
élways intéresting. Besides, she listened carefully to what students
- said aﬁd alwéyé tried to be fair. ‘

Ms.,Browg asked the ¢lass to try an honors system, . "Everyone has
ts promise nu£ té'cheéf on tests," she said} “If you do, I can grade
pépers at my Qesk whilg.you take tests, or even leave the room. T will
ask at the eﬁd of class if anyone cheated or saw any cheating. If
-,;nycne knows gbout any cheating, you will be expe:ted to tell me aﬁout
it." }he-élgss talked about this idea. ‘ll.en everyone voted for it.
.Msl Brown said sshe woulﬁ try the honors sy:=tem on her next test.

| Peter and-Carl were best friends. They had known each other since

. first'graﬁé.i Petef'was a good student, but Carl often had trouble in

school. He always'had"trouble on spelling tests. When Ms. Brown tried

. the honors system.oﬁ a spelling test, Peter saw Carl copy a couple of answers

ffbm his'ﬁéigﬁbor. TQo'or three other memters of the class also saw Carl
cﬁeat{_‘At tﬁé.ené uf the test, Ms. Brown asked if anyoné had cheated.
Carl did ﬁpt raise his hand. Then she looked right at Peter and asked
if‘anypﬁe had seen someoA% else cheat. No one raised z hand. But Peter
had seen Carl ;heat._.

Should Peter. tell MS..Brown-that Carl had cheated? Why or why not?

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce this worksheet for classroom use
in conmection with this workshop, provided that the copyright notice below
© . is also reproduced. o

"-Q’COP&riggﬁ (:) 1980 by Carnegie-Mellon University.

L
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- Probe Questions

PETER'S DILEMMA

Suppose that Peter.thought Ms. Brown knew that he had seen Carl
cheat. Should that make any difference? Why? .

Should it make any difference if Peter and Carl were not best
friends? Why? '

If Peter told, some of the other kids would be mad at him.

Should that make aiy difference?

Peter had given his word to enforce the rule sgainst cheating. .

"Would it make any difference if he had not given his word?

18



