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When you get to number 15 you start with great-great grand-
parents, and it may be easier to list that aund ear ier generati
as parent of number 7, etc,

So you have gone as far back as you can from your own knowledge
-and discover that there are gaps in your information. Don't
worry about the gaps. The fun will be finding the data to

£ill them in, We will tell you where to search in ‘a moment.,

Flrst you will want to set up a series of pages in your note-
- book, each one headed by the name of each of your earliest

N known ancestors., On that page you will want to trace all

his or her known descendents until they connect by marriage
. with one of the other pages. Numbet jour.pages so that you
©can croes~refer by number. N . L

' :In listing thelr deacendants you may use one of two achemes.
< The simpler way is to use an outline form:
L. ISAAC GOLDSMITH, b, May 12, 1802, Bamberg, Ge*many,
. d, October 10, 1874 Pittsburgh PA.; m. June 1, 1830,
[_Furth Bavaria ADELHEIF LOEB They had: .

A, OTTO GOLDSMITH, b. ol d. Dec. 2, 1901
- New York City; unm. o
B. ROSE GOLDSMITH, b. etc.

‘m, June 14, 1855, Pittsburgh, Pa, MDRRIS KAUFMAN
C. ALFRED GOLDSMITH b. ete,

They had:
.'1. etc,

or‘you may wish to draw a seriles of family trees, 1ikg this one:

ISAAC GOLDSMITH m, June 1, 1830, AEDLHEID LOEB

b. May 12, 1802 Furth Bavaria
Bamberg :
d. Oct, lo, 1874
Pittsburgh
| = | 1
0TTO ... ROSE . ... .. . . ALFRED
SRl 0 L
d. Dec. 2, 1901, NYC d, _ d.
unm, . o . ~ m., MORRIS KAUFMAN - T

B, Filling in the Gaps

Now you are ready to start your search for the information
which is not readily availible to you. Begin with writing



1ndbi‘-’th



e .
.

3 City directories which uould list the business and home

'microfilm 1840, 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880, (Earller

4 Ask ‘for the census microfilm of the year and-city (and ward)f

‘ census, if you can, You will also want to look in the
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or marriage records, or a local ‘history which
.biographied your relative (such so-called "mug' books were
very popular between 1890- and 1510). -

address of your ancestor (if he was a business or. professiona
man). What you especilally want are his home addresses
during the years for which U.S., censuses ase availible on

censuses are availible, but they tell only the name of the
head of the household and list the others by age grouping.
"The 1980 census 1s availible only at the United States

National Archives in dashington, and may be seen by authorize
genealogical researche“s who have obtained written permission
If the city was large, find out from a commercial atlas in
‘which ward your ancestor's home was located in a given census
year. This can save you hours of microfilm reading.

in which your ancestor was”located. If he was there in 188
-use that census first, because it gives more information -
than any--listing every member of the household by age, sex,
_place of birth, occupatién, value of real estate and person:
_property, and birthplace of parents., (The librarian will .
show you ‘how to use a8 microfilm. 'if you don't know ‘how.

It i3 easy, once you learn how, ‘but a bit hard on the eyes
for long usage.,) If the library does not have the wmicrofilm
.cenus, a local historical society probably does. Since :
some of the family may be married and out of the housé by
1880, you may want to f£ind them in the city dlrectory and

L

earlier censuses,.

E, City Hall and Court House Records

Ask a lawyer where to look for such records as wills, deeds,
~probate records, court records, etc, All of these records
are indexed, usually in large gedgers whlch lie horizontal
on rollers. .You roll them out and 1lift them onto a reading
table. The index to wills may list your ancestro, ifl he
left a will; if not, you may find him in an index of admin-
istrations.

_into "grantor' (seller) and "grantee" (buyer), both indexed.

Wander around the record room and get familiar with where
the varilous types of records are stored. If you find _
some record, show it to the clerk and he will have a photo-
"copy made for you at very moderate cost. Wills can be the
most usefulrecords because they often list relationships.

Next in order of usefulness can be deeds, which are divided

Often nronertv was houeht and satd ke wman and wife. and her
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I. Additional Jewish Sources

The American Jewish Archives,; located on the Cincingati campus
- of - Hebrew Union College, has collected every availible record
of Jews in America .for .the period before 1900, including syn-
agogue records, personal letters, diaries, wills, etc. While
they can not trace-individuals, unless they have documents.
belonging to that individual, they can tell you if they.have
records for a given Jewish community.and you are welcome to
visit the Archives and search for yourself, or engage a student
- researcher. Address: Amerlcan Jewish Archives, Cincinnati, OH
45220, .
' The American Jewish Historical Society, 2 Thorton Road, Waltham,
MA, 02154, also has a vast collection pf manuscrlpts 'books,
and memorébilia : . .

For a biliography of reference works, documentary historles
‘biographies, and communal histories, as well as backrsunf on

~ Jewish migration to America, purchase a copy of Genealogical
‘Research, Volume II, from The American Socilety of Genealogists,
c/o Mrs. Donna Hotaling, 2255 Cedar. lane, Vienna VA, 22180.
‘Pages 291-311 contain' this :author's article on "Jewish Migrations

J. Foreign Ancestors

So far we have been talking about resources for finding your
“ancestors who reached, America.. What about those in the "old
country"? .This is far more difficult Records were often”. .
destroyed, - .Many Jewish families did not acquire family names
until the early 19th. century. Surprisingly, the Nazis preserved
many of the Jewish records. which came into their hands. Most

of what. surv1ved them 1is being preserved in Jerusalem at the
CentralArchive for the History of the Jewish People, (PO Box
1026, Jerusalem Israel). They cannot research for you, but, if
you lnow thw town from which your ancestor came, they will let
you know which records they have from that town. and will sell
you microfilms (@ $50.00 each, approximately) of whichever
records you request., But be prepared to read Hebrew or Yiddish
or possibly German Gothic script in these records’ :

-1 your ancestors- llved in Germany, you may: flnd some ‘data -at:-
Leo Baeck Institute 129 East 73xd Street Neu York, NY 10021.

If "your ancestors came from Eastern’ Europe, you may get some hel:
at: YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, Inc., 1048 Fifth Avenue
(at 86¢h Street), New York, NY 10028 o

HAPPY HUNTINGI









