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Bridging the Gap Between the Synagogue Youth Program and Congregational School

A natural partnership:
· As Hebrew school directors, it is likely your goal to create positive and lasting Jewish educational experiences

· As youth professionals, the synagogue youth director or advisor aims to create positive and lasting experiential and educational experiences. 

· The informal and formal educational partnership is not only natural but beneficial to both parties

But we have different objectives, formulas for learning and separate schedules, program times and environments. How can we partner?

Ideas for partnership with your youth program:
a) Make USY/Kadima dues part of your Hebrew school tuition so that your students can automatically participate in experiential programming that enhances and augments what they learn in the classroom. Kadima programs such as a Sukkah Sleeopver are augmentations to your curriculum.

b) Meet with the youth advisor and share your curriculum. He/she can plan programs according to the theme or content of classroom learning. This is particularly useful when attempting to engage the students in hands-on social action and Jewish holiday programming. These two program areas are perfect opportunities for partnership. Social Action/Tikun Olam (or SATO), is a major program focus area in USY and Kadima and are easy opportunities to work together. The USY office has an extensive resource list of social action programming ideas, lesson plans and sourcebooks.
c) Additionally, almost all USY and Kadima chapters plan Jewish holiday programs. Why not practice learned classroom material in a fun, active setting such as youth group programming?

d) Shul-ins, Shabbatonim and other excuses to sleep over at work- one of the most fun and positive Jewish experiences is the Shabbaton/Shul-in Shabbat experience. Recruit your Kadima/USY advisor to plan and run an amazing and fun sleepover in the shul. How does this benefit your classroom learning? Your students can practice leading Tefillot, you can include games and other interactive fun filled with key Jewish concepts and terms, invite parents for Havadalah and end with a social action project, so that the Jewish values and mitzvot you teach in the classroom are carried out in hands-on activities. The students will be excited to come back to Hebrew school after connecting with Jewish content and each other.
e) School’s Out Day! Host a “cancel Hebrew school” or Hebrew’s-cool day where the Kadima chapter (advisor) hosts a morning of fun activities that correlate with your course content. For example: if you’re teaching the kids about Kashrut, have Kadima host a Top Chef Kosher Kook-off where they apply what they’ve learned in a fun way with Kadima.

f) Searching for middle school/teen friendly course content? The USY Central office in New York has a comprehensive sourcebook collection on almost every topic in your Hebrew High curriculum. If you order any of the sourcebooks, you are entitled to subject-orientated lesson plans so that you never have to chase down your teachers to submit lessons on time! (see attached brochure).
g) Highlight your Hebrew High with USY! USY uses an interactive and engaging format for limmudim or educational sessions. Your youth director or advisor has access to tons of program ideas for teens through the regional director, USY central office or on the USY website. These sessions cover an extensive range of topics and have proven to be fun, educational and impactful. 

For educational program ideas, sourcebooks, interactive lesson plans and more ideas on the informal/formal educational partnership in your synagogue, please contact: 

Amy Dorsch, USY Education Coordinator:  Dorsch@uscj.org or 212-533-7800 ext 1115

Or check out www.usy.org/advisors for access to program ideas, holiday activities and creative Tefillah material 

