Not A Laughing Matter: The Transmission of Hatred through “Jokes” and Cartoons

Goals:

· USYer will examine anti-Semitic cartoons and current expressions of stereotypes of Jews through “humor.”

· USYer will recognize their responsibility to speak against mockery or hatred of Jews when they see or hear it
Enduring Understanding: USYer will understand that anti-Semitism is alive and somewhat common. They will recognize it as rooted in stereotypes and ignorance, a long standing hatred of those who are different and know to stand up against it.
Text source:

Pirkei Avot 1:14

"If I am not for myself, who will be for me? And when I am for myself, what am 'I'? And if not now, when?"
1. Create an Experience

Cut out the swastika attached and put it somewhere on the wall that is visible but not obvious. Put it up before the USYers walk in. When they walk in, don’t say a word for about 5 minutes. Many may not notice it but scan for their reaction. Do any of them report it to you? Do any bother taking it down? 

2. Analyze the experience:
Gather the USYers into a group and discuss:

How many of you noticed this immediately?

How did it make you feel initially? What was your first reaction?

What did you do about it? What if this wasn’t a piece of paper but etched into the wall or found on the desk in a hotel room or on the bus? What would you do about it?

How many of you have seen this before in public places? What about hearing anti-Jewish jokes? Do you do anything about that?

3. Integrate the experience and discussion

Ask USYers to share their own experiences and actions they may have taken

4. Teach the Concept

This session isn’t meant to alarm you or make you panic and think that everyone hates Jews. As long as the Jewish people have existed (even before we became a nation – Egyptian Slavery!), there have been those who have tried to destroy us. Think about the ironic but humorous summary of Jewish history – they tried to kill us, we won, let’s eat. Unfortunately, Anti-semitism has existed as long as we have. 
This session is to make you aware of the current reality of Anti-Semitism and how you may experience it in your everyday lives. 

Hand out the Anti Defamation League incident of reports (attached). Read through it with the USYers and ask for their responses.

-why do you think we’re targeted so often?

-what happens to the Jewish community when Jews are targeted?

Some people claim that anti-Semitism is good for the Jews as they rally together, united as one when attacked by others. Do you think this is a valid statement?

-Do you think people have a right to fear publicly expressing their Jewishness (eg. Kippah)?

-Do you hide Judaica Jewelry when you wear it?

-Do you think these acts are done for disgust for the Jewish people, for attention or people who are just bored and looking to create some excitement?

-is your own community susceptible to Anti-semitism?

-do you think that most people tell Anti-semitic jokes out of ignorance or is it stereotypes?
Stereotypes and ignorance: at the core of hatred.

What is a stereotype? 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences according to how American culture would define it:

1. All ___________ are rich

2. All ______________ are heavy drinkers

3. All _______________ party too much

4. all _________________ are drug addicts

5. all __________________ are natural athletes

6. all ________________ are good dancers

7. All Jews are _______________________

Why do people stereotype? Do you just not know the group being categorized? Stereotypes are usually generalized to an entire group. But not ALL members of the group fall under that category. Stereotypes apply certain characteristics to all members of an individual group

“they’re all like that…”
What does stereotyping do to Jews?
Stereotyping Jews: 

1. Language: Can you think of phrases or terms that are Jewish stereotypes?

JAP

I got Jew’ed down (frugality) 
Jew-nose (apparent facial features)
Jew-fro
2. Ideas: What are some examples of Jewish stereotypes and myths?

Examples: 

(Jews are cheap or greedy, Jews are good with money

(Jews control the media, banks, world wide domination

(Jews killed Jesus

( Jews are rich

(Jews are arrogant and think they’re better then everyone else (“chosen people”)

( Jews were warned about 9/11 in advance

3. “Humor” What about anti-Jewish jokes? When is a joke not a joke?

When is a comic not just a political statement?
How do hearing these stereotypes and comments make you feel?

Is it okay for a Jewish person to tell these jokes or play off these stereotypes?
Most anti-Semitic jokes or actions come from stereotypes (they’re all like_____) or other forms of lazy thinking rooted in ignorance. People just don’t care or bother to learn the truth and therefore, different forms of hatred continue to exist. It is our duty to define anti-Jewish expression in all forms and stand up to fight it.

Hand out definitions of hatred (attached as PDF). Read through it and ask USYers if any of them can think of real life examples for each.

5. Add your own element:

Hand out list of scenarios and ask USYers to choose a scenario that you may have experienced. In small groups of chevrutot, decide what should be done in your case

6. Discuss and Debrief

Have each group or pair present their case.

Why do you think these experiences are so common? Have you experienced any yourself? Why does Anti-Semitism continue to exist in such a tolerant society such as the US? How can we make a difference to banish it? Can we? Do you really think you can make a difference?

7. Apply it in real life: Hillel quote

Hand out the “Steps to take” sheet adapted from the Anti-Defamation League.
"If I am not for myself, who will be for me? And when I am for myself, what am 'I'? And if not now, when?" We must stand up for ourselves. No one else will do it for us.
 If I am Not for Myself: Think about activism: how YOU really can make a difference, even if it’s as simple as explaining to someone that “cheap Jew” jokes aren’t funny or true and are offensive. In the least, it will make people think twice.

Also, apply this experience to your own behavior. Remember, that for some of your friends, you are the only Jew they know, so represent with dignity and honor! If they see you joking or laughing along, they will think its “okay” to continue anti-Semitic behavior.

Final words: Leave them with the words of advice from Pirkei Avot 1:14

Selected ADL International Incident Reports 2008

United Kingdom 

March 29, 2008 -- Essex -- Between 30-40 gravestones were smashed and knocked over in the Plashet Jewish cemetery, in an incident that was deemed “religiously motivated” by police. The cemetery was a target of a similar attack four years ago, when 400 stones were desecrated. 
Switzerland 

February 12, 2008 – Zurich – An identifiably Jewish 60-year-old man was stabbed in the neck by an assailant who shouted “Jew” before fleeing. 

Russia

April 5, 2008 – Vladivostok – A swastika and other anti-Semitic graffiti was painted on a local synagogue. 
Germany

April 28-29, 2008 -- Berlin – The city’s largest Jewish cemetery was attacked by unknown perpetrators twice in two days. The vandals knocked over and caused substantial damage to at least 40 gravestones and other monuments. Located in the eastern Berlin district of Weissensee, it is one of Europe’s largest Jewish cemeteries, with more than 150,000 graves and elaborate tombs, most of which predate World War II. Police opened an investigation into the attacks. 
U.S.
A Chabad synagogue in Parkland, Florida was spray-painted with swastikas, "Heil" and a nearby stop sign was defaced with the message "4 Hitler."  The hate graffiti was discovered May 30 by a boy on his way to school.  Police are investigating whether the incident may be related to a suspicious fire at another Chabad synagogue in Miami Beach, which was nearly destroyed in a blaze the previous week.
In San Diego County, CA, vandals scrawled hate graffiti on a sign outside the Ner Tamid Synagogue in Poway sometime between April 27 and 28.  The graffiti included symbols commonly associated with hate groups, including shorthand for "Heil Hitler."  An award of $11,500 was offered by ADL, the San Diego County Crime Stoppers and the Hate Crime Reward Fund.
Scenarios:
1. After a basketball game, you go out for food (Kosher of course), and as you pay the check, someone in your group tells you to “Jew” the waitress and only leave quarters as a minimal tip.

How would you respond?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. After an Israeli defensive attack on Gaza, you open up the Sunday newspaper and see [image: image1.jpg]
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3. You’re on the public bus and you see a teenager just like you, tapping along to his ipod. You notice that on his backpack he has a patch of a swastika. Enact a conversation with him. What would you say? Could you play naïve and pretend you don’t know what it is, just to see his reaction? Should you say something at all?

4. You’re in the lunchroom at school and someone at your table says: 

What sound does a Jewish bird make?

The person makes a bird noise, flaps his arms and says “cheap cheap cheap.”

Everyone kind of gives a nervous laugh, afraid to say anything. You turn bright red and say or do:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. You show up to a USY program at your shul and there are cops in the parking lot. The side of the building has a broken window and “die Jewz” has been spray painted across the back wall of the building. You and your friends are shocked and a little scared. As young people, you didn’t think this stuff really happened any more. What could you do?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. You’re studying World Religions and your teacher shows the movie “The Passion” in class. The opening scene shows the members of the Sanhedrin throwing coins at each other and other scenes show Jewish children as “devils” and an angry Jewish mob demanding Christ’s death. One member of your class raises her hand and tells the teacher “so it’s true, the Jews really did kill Jesus.” After viewing the film, you could understand why she assumed so. How do you respond?

Steps to take (From Anti-Defamation League resources ADL.org)

1. Recognize the action or remark as an anti-semitic stereotype, set in ignorance or myth

2. Think before you speak “do I need to respond?” Should I? Think about it.

Is it better to be calm and polite and hold my head high? Should I walk away?

3. Take the person aside instead of talking to the whole group. You could start by saying “that’s not funny” and then speak privately with the person later

4. when discussing the issue or comment, listen respectfully, do not raise your voice

5. gather support- strength is in numbers and even though one person can make a difference, you’ll need support

6. Know what you’re talking about. If you’re going to write a letter or speak up against something or someone, know your facts. Otherwise, you will sound as ignorant as them.

7. Speak up! When someone says something that makes you uncomfortable, say something! You’ll only look the stronger person for doing so

8. Even jokes which you may think are funny can be hurtful. Just because you’re with a group of all Jews, doesn’t make it okay to tell an Anti-Semitic joke. Someone else could hear it coming from you and think it okay to repeat.

If it’s a hate crime incident:

-report to police

-leave everything as you found it- do not touch anything

-if you have a digital camera or camera phone, take pictures

The Anti Defamation League website will give your specific information on how to deal with specific anti Semitic incidences and remarks. It also has a great web bibliography of resources. www.adl.org

Quotes on Anti-Semitism
Can be used as a trigger for discussion on roots or reasons for anti-Semitism

Remember what Amalek did unto thee…as you came forth out of Egypt…You shall blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven, you shall not forget

Devarim 25:17, 19

First they came for the Communists, but I did not speak out because I was not a Communist. Then they came for the Socialists, and Trade Unionists, but I was neither so I did not speak out. Then, they came for the Jews, but I was not a Jew so I did not speak out. And when they came for me, there was no one left to speak out for me.

-Pastor Martin Niemoeller (1892-1984)

There is no sense in trying to convince the non-Jews by all sorts of inferences that we are equal, for their behavior does not have its roots in the mind

Albert Einstein (1879-1955)

It is not the Jewish character that provokes Anti-Semitism, but rather, it is the anti-Semite who creates the Jew

Jean Paul Sartre, philosopher (1905-1980)

Anti-Semitism is independent of its object. What do Jews do or fail to do is not the determinant. The impetus comes out of the needs of the persecutors.

Barbara Tuchman (1912-1979)

Those who say they want to kill me because I am Jewish would find other reasons if I were not Jewish. I mean, I think if there were no Jews or Catholics, or if everyone was white or German or American, if the earth were one country, one color; then endless new creative rationalizations would emerge to kill “other people”- the left handed, those who prefer vanilla to strawberry, all baritones, any person who wears saddle shoes.

-Woody Allen (1935- )

The Holocaust is the final decisive refutation of Diaspora existence

-A.B. Yehoshua

All the Protocols tell the same tlae of malice, revenge, cupidity and murderous hate against Christians and Christianity. Judaism is Satanism; and no amount of ritual and Kabbalistic camouflage can hide this fact

-Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion, originally circulated in the late 1880’s and the best selling book of all time other than the Bible

There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom; and their laws are diversee from every people, neither keep they the King’s laws; therefore, it profits not the King to suffer them. If it please the King, let it be written that they be destroyed.

Megillat Esther 3:8 (Haman to Achashverosh)

The Jewish people was a pretty barbarous people. It butchered without pity all the inhabitants of an unfortunate little country (Canaan) to which it had no more right than it did to Paris or London

Unknown

Money is the jealous God of Israel, beside which no other god may exist. The bill of exchange is the real God of the Jews.

Karl Marx (1818-188)
Hence, today I believe I am acting in accordance with the will of the Almighty Creator by defending myself against the Jew, I am fighting for the work of the Lord. 

Adolph Hitler
Every practicing Hebrew worthy of that name is obliged even now, in conscience, to use in food and drink, in circumcision, and in various other rites of his religious and civil life the fresh or dried blood of a Christian child, under the pain of infringing his laws and passing among his acquaintances for a bad Hebrew

La Cavilta Cattolic (1882)

Zionism is a form of racism and racial discrimination

UN Resolution, 1975

I say to the Jewish People and to the government of the United States of America: the present state called Israel is an outlaw act. It is not done by the almighty God not was it done by the guidance of the Messiah. It was your cold, naked scheming, plotting and planning against the lives of a people there in Palestine. Now you have taken the land and called it Israel and you pushed out the original inhabitants, making them vagabond [drifters, wanderers, beggars] in the earth. You have lied and said this was a promise made by God to you. 

Louis Farrakhan (1933- )

When Jewish blood spills from the knife, then all goes doubly well

Chant of executioners at German concentration camps, 1940’s
The Jewish race is being exterminated, but it will never be mentioned publically. It is a glorious page of history never to be written

Reichsfuhrer Henrich Himmler (1900-1945), speaking to SS Troops, 1943

Why Do They Hate Us? Understanding Stereotypes and Prejudice

Adapted from Bernard Reisman and Joel Reisman’s  “The New Jewish Experiential Book”  pgs 114-17

*Weekday*

Goals:

(USYer will explore stereotypes and prejudiced attitudes toward religious or ethnic groups

(USYer will better understand the basis of hatred as acts of ignorance, prejudice and stereotyping and in turn, be better prepared to stand up against it as Jews and handle it responsibly.

Materials: Poster paper, markers, tape

Explain that this topic is extremely sensitive in nature. Views may be expressed that may offend some, but it is the purpose of the lesson to discuss stereotypes and prejudices in order to better understand sources of hate. 
OPENING: Create an experience: 

Decide on 4 pairs of groups of people who experience tension between one another. Hand out cards to the USYer with a group title on each. Each pair group should have 10 people, five assigned to each. Examples: Blacks and Whites (5 blacks, 5 whites), Jews and Arabs, Orthodox Jews and Secular Jews, Jews and Christians, etc. 
Pull 4 people aside to be the “observers”

Example: 40 participants walk in. 

-5 get are handed a “black” label,  5 are handed a “white label

5 are handed a “Jew” (Jew/Christian) label, 5 are handed a “Christian” label

5 are handed an “Arab” label, 5 are handed a “secular Jew” label

5 are handed a religious Jew label, 5 are handed a “Jew label” (Jew/Arab)

2. The groups of 5 “like” people (5 Jews) sit together and think of commonalities. 
3. Then, they meet up with the other group with which they’ve experienced tension. Group leader explains that there is a history of tension and lack of understanding, even hostility and hate between these two groups. 

Hand out 2 pieces of poster paper to each group. 

On poster paper, free associate. What us your uncensored reaction to this group? (please, don’t hold back, say what you’re thinking) Blacks write about Whites and vice versa.
4. Next, the group decides on the most common or blatant stereotypes or prejudices toward the other group. They create two skits of how each group sees the other (one skit how Arab stereotypes of Jews and vice versa. Each person must be included in the skit and play the role of their religious or ethnic group. Ideas can be offensive (to a point), distasteful and negative in order to highlight the most common or blatant stereotypes and prejudices. 

1 observer is assigned to each group of 10

Observers – take notes (mental notes or on paper) of what is happening. Any kind of comments or behaviors worth mentioning should be noted. How did they groups interact?

6. Groups present their skits. After each skit, they present their list and hang it on the wall.

7. Following all skit presentations, discuss the activity for feelings and reactions.

Discussion:

a. Firstly, what is a stereotype? What is prejudice? Why do stereotypes exist? Why do we fear those who are different from us? 

b. What does this teach you about the way others think? What do you learn about your own behavior? In what are stereotypes and prejudices rooted?

c. Were you upset or offended by anything that was presented? Do you believe any of it? Be honest. Do you think these are realistic in today’s world?

d. Why do you think hatred or distaste of others still exists in a more tolerant world such as today’s society?

e. Do you think as long as there are different groups, that prejudice and stereotypes will continue to exist?

f. What can YOU do to fight it, be more aware and make a difference?

g. Knowledge and awareness can lead to action and change

h. Observers – what did you notice? Even as an “impartial” observer, did you agree with any of the stereotypes presented? What impact does this have? Even when you try and remain neutral or unbiased, you are affected by others around you and by the social context and social reality of your surroundings.  It is your responsibility to fight against what is socially “normal” or acceptable 

i. Tie it into Anti-Semitism – why is there hate and prejudice? Why do others dislike Jews? On what is anti-Semitism based and what can we as Jews do to help fight it and other forms of hatred?
Share Woody Allen quote and ask for their responses

Hatred is rooted in anything or anyone that’s different:

“Those who say they want to kill me because I am Jewish would find other reasons if I were not Jewish. I mean, I think if there were no Jews or Catholics, or if everyone was white or German or American, if the earth were one country, one color; then endless new creative rationalizations would emerge to kill “other people”- the left handed, those who prefer vanilla to strawberry, all baritones, any person who wears saddle shoes.

-Woody Allen (1935- )

What are some solutions?

-Stand up and say something –racist jokes are still racist and not funny

-Don’t judge a book by its cover

-No one is guilty by association

-Avoid group generalizations and assumptions

-Make friends with those who are different than you, it’ll open your eyes to -----other people’s ways and viewpoints

