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Introduction 
to the original edition (1986):

The publication of this Shiron, songbook, fills a need that has existed in the 
Conservative Movement and USY for a long time—to have its own Shiron that 
can be used at conventions, Shabbatonim, meetings and around the Shabbat 
table. We are told in the Psalms: Ivdu et Hashem v’simcha, bo-u l’fanav birnana, 
“Worship the Lord with gladness, come before Him with sons.”  It is my wish 
that through these songs and their singing our tradition will be strengthened.

I’d like to thank Rabbis Paul Freedman and Stephen Garfinkel for their 
tremendous help in producing this Shiron. Many thanks to Velvel Pasternak 
for his ideas and suggestions and for his permission to use some of the fine 
translations from his songbooks. To all of the USYers and staff, thank you for 
your ideas and especially for your enthusiasm. In addition, a special thanks to 
David Israel (1984 USY International President) for his initiative and efforts 
on behalf of the publication of this Shiron.

Lastly, I’d like to thank my wife and best friend, Robyn, who has encouraged 
me and helped me throughout this endeavor. I’d like to dedicate this Shiron to 
Robyn and to our new daughter, Rachel.

Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz

* The translation of Birkat Hamazon which begins on page 47  is based upon a 
translation originally prepared for USY by Rabbi Robert Binder in 1973.
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